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כיבוש? 
UN Declaration of Human Rights, Article 2: 

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this 
Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race, color, 

sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social 
origin, property, birth or other status. 
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Dear Readers,
We are nearing the completion of three years at Windows, during which we wrote to you about our experiences— 
about what we went through and what we learned in this process of familiarizing ourselves with one side, with the 
other side and with a wide range of opinions on the conflict. We shared all this with you so that you might see things 
in a new light, different from what is normally shown. This process is not always obvious and is certainly not easy. 
Even if we can not change the decisions of our governments, we should not give up our right to make our voices 
heard and our right to know more about what is happening. 

We hope that everyone who reads our magazine will see that there are two sides to the story, that there are those 
who stand up and are trying to change things, and that we need to listen. 

We hope that you will devote some time to reading our stories. If you listen closely, you can hear our voices and 
the voices of others in the pages of our magazine. And if there is a voice that is left unheard, why dont you write to 
us and tell us what you think? 

As humans we can listen and learn even if its challenging. Keep an open mind and take responsibility. It is our 
responsibility, as the younger generation, to work for a better future. 

We wanted to thank everyone who allowed us to go through this experience. We will continue to meet and work 
together.  You’ll be hearing from us ... 
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After three years at Windows and through a shared journey, we ask 
ourselves, what have we gained? What kind of people have we become? 
How much have these experiences affected us?
Why was it so important to go through this entire process, a process that was often long and tedious, a 

process that included so much to deal with, so much to 
understand, and lots of tense meetings - what should we say, 
what should we not say?

Most of us came to Windows out of curiosity or a desire 
to tell the other side our story. We felt that the first thing 
we got out of the program was an extensive amount of 
knowledge, especially with regards to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. We dealt with this topic for a majority of our time 

together, during which we constantly struggled to accept the fact that the sources of our information were 
different- and therefore our knowledge base was different as well. Suddenly, we began to doubt all that we 
thought we knew about the history of our family and our people. It took us a while to see a picture which 
was closer to reality.

Over time we discovered the willingness of everyone to learn and to change, and the desire of us all to 
reach the same goals. As shown in the magazine, there is no doubt that there were differing opinions and 
disagreements about many difficult topics. Today we understand that these disagreements are legitimate, and 
that change comes from the acceptance of and becoming acquainted with those different from oneself, even 
if you do not agree with each other.

Please continue to read the magazine to learn about some of the topics that concerned us.  
(Continued on page 15)

We’ve experienced a lot together: in the 
summer of 2008 we spent two weeks in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, where we had quality 
time to learn and get to know each other, and 
in the summer of 2009 we learned how to 
produce videos in order to share our stories 
with the world (pictures left). Take a look!

We also wanted to tell you about the internal changes 
some of us went through, on a personal level:
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Julianne from Bethlehem: It was a great experience for me. I got a lot of good things 
(out of this experience) and many thoughts in my head have changed. I had a chance 
to learn how Israelis live and what problems their society has. I showed them how 
much we suffer and I hope that I achieved my goal. I also met with Palestinians of 
1948 and I discovered that we are not the only ones suffering in the world—they 
are too. I discovered that they care about us and it is important to us that they will 
continue to support us.

Tamara from Bethlehem: I joined Windows to tell you 
about the difficult things that happen to us and to hear 
what you have to say. I had bad thoughts about you 
(Israeli teens), but as we got to know you more and 
more I realized that, on a personal level, you love us, 
and that there are many similarities between us, and 
that you are not guilty of the things your state does. 
It was a good start 
and I began to 
feel differently. We 
must stay together 
in order to find a 
solution. What is 
happening will not 
stop us from fighting 
again and again (for 
what we believe in), 
in order to resolve 
the situation.

Noam E. from Tel Aviv: I joined to hear other 
points of view. It made me more aware of the 
situation on a personal level and especially 
made me understand that in everyday life we 
are all people, dealing with the same things and 
that sometimes we listen to the same music.

Natalie from Bethlehem: 
I joined Windows because 
I wanted to hear the 
thoughts and beliefs of the 
other side and to see if 
we can communicate with 
each other. At first it was 
not easy, but with time we 
became friends. We were able to express ourselves 
better, accept each other and understand what each 
side goes through.

Janette from Jaffa: I joined 
Windows to get to know 
both sides, to listen to what 
goes on with Israelis and 
Palestinians. I learned a lot 
and today I am much more 
interested in what happens 
around me. I stepped out of the bubble I lived in and 
started to see the world around me 

Yazan from Bethlehem: I joined  Windows because the subject 
interested me and I thought I could learn a lot.  And I really 
did learn many things. I’ve grown as a person, I’ve learned 
more about the other side – what they 
do to prevent suffering, what they think, 
how they live, and how nice some of 
them are. It changed my way of thinking 
about many issues in the world.

Noam V. from Tel Aviv: With Windows I got 
the chance to learn about and to get to know 
different people—not everyone gets that chance. 
I got to meet the other side as human beings—
an encounter that doesn’t happen too often—
to learn about all the sides and all the opinions 
about the conflict, but 
also to learn about 
other issues.  Windows 
gave me critical and  
non-judgmental thinking 
skills, and a different way 
to see things.

Maria from Jaffa:  I joined Windows because I 
wanted to get to know new kids and listen to 
other opinions. Today I am more involved in 
what happens around me. It’s easier for me to 
hear other opinions and understand them, 
even if I disagree with them. I’ve gained a lot of  
new information.

Yara from Jaffa:  At first I joined Windows to write for a newspaper and to have 
fun. I did not want to meet new people and in fact, I was a little afraid to meet 
them. I thought that it was enough for me and best for me to be what I am, 
with the people I know. I feel that Windows was an important period in my life; 
it changed a lot of things in me. For example, it changed my perspective about 
Jews, and also Palestinians who I did not know. Without Windows I would not 
be where I am now. It caused me to become independent, to take initiative and 
to do things based on my principles and for the sake of change. These are things 
that anyone can do.

Lian from Jaffa: When I joined Windows four years ago, I wasn’t thinking 
about the conflict – I wanted to write for the magazine and to make 
new friends. Over time I became more aware and it was important to 
me to be informed on what was happening. I’m actually an integral part 
of the situation. I live in Israel, but what happens to my people living 
in the Territories? What will be my place, personally, if there is a war, 
for example? Today I have another answer to the question ‘Why am I 
in Windows?’ (The answer is) to understand where I am in the world, 
to understand other people. After going through this process I look at 
things differently, I try to avoid generalizations, because there isn’t one 
opinion that speaks for all people in a nation. I try to put myself on the 
other side and understand where different statements come from, and I 
try to avoid drawing conclusions without information.



Lian: “I was disappointed when I heard you wanted  

to join the army.”
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We, as a joint group of Palestinians and Israelis together, realized that most people on both sides 
want to reach a solution. We also realized that it is extremely difficult, because both parties have 
experienced great suffering: Palestinians carry with them the Nakba and are still suffering from 
occupation, discrimination, oppression as well as living in the shadow of another transfer. Jews 
carry with them the memory of the Holocaust, the fear it will happen again and the fear that 
one day a Jewish state will cease to exist. 

It is difficult to find a solution because there is anger, mistrust, hatred, fear, and pain on both 
sides. It is difficult because one side is strong and one side is weak and when you are weak you 
don’t exactly want to listen to those who hurt you. 

All of these things make it difficult for us to listen to each other and to understand the complexity 
of the situation on each side. In the following articles we try to help each other and you, the 
reader, to understand some of this complexity. For there to be peace, both sides must first 
listen, even when it is difficult to understand and accept the things you hear. 

These are some of the issues that concerned us lately. The discussion between us is still 
going on, and, meanwhile, we share with you the feelings and thoughts that came up when 
we met, and show you some of the information we have collected. You are welcome to join  
our discussion…

 How do we feel?

What is true? What is  

correct?  What is not? 

Which interpretation do we 
give the information  we receive? 

As a joint group of Israelis and Palestinians, working for a solution to the conflict, the issue of Israeli 
military service causes tension between us. How can you be for peace and still serve in the occupying 
army and kill other human beings? How can you be an Israeli citizen and not feel the need to serve 
your country?

We were daring, we talked and we raised a variety of views on  
the subject:
Lian: “I was disappointed when I heard you wanted to join the army. It’s true that you do not agree with 
what the army does and that you’re not going to combat units, but you will be part of the system. For 
me - it’s like saying ‘I do not agree with Hamas but I’ll join anyway.’” 

Gilly: “I do not believe the army at all, but I live in this country and should repay my  
country somehow.”

Ofri: To understand the dilemma that Israelis go though before going into the army, you need to 
understand Israeli society. In Israel, army service is required by law since Israel is threatened from the 
enemy countries that surround it.

Ophir: “Just like you have a national identity, and I accept that, I also have a national identity, even if I do 
not agree with what the state does. I love Israel and want to cause change from within.”

Yazan: “If you say that if you had no army you would have no state - you are really saying that “if we 
(Israelis) did not kill your (the Palestinians) family, we would not exist.”

Natalie: “I heard that there are those who join the army because it is a way to integrate into Israeli 
society.   I wonder if  you live in a society where people join the army without knowing what the army 
does? It’s like jumping into a pit just because everyone is jumping into it. You say that without the 
army you would not exist, but if there was no army – everyone who was killed by the army would be  
alive today.”

How does the average Israeli see the Israeli army?
It is a body designed to protect the security of Israel and its residents mainly 
from enemy states like Syria and Iran for example, and from the threat 
of violence from Palestinians, especially Hamas. Jewish society usually sees 
these insurgents against the occupation as terrorists.



How does a Palestinian see the Israeli army?
As Palestinians we see the Israeli army as those who conquered us and who 
violate our basic rights as human beings. As Palestinians we see the Palestinian 
anti-occupation insurgents as freedom fighters.
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Noam: Maybe there are people who choose to join in order to integrate better into society, but usually 
those that join the army do so because they believe it protects us and because they feel a commitment to 
carry this burden and not leave it to others. All of this is contrary to our opinion about the hurting and 
killing of Palestinians. There are some people that enlist in order to change the army from within and act 
more humanely.

Natalie: Regarding the attempt by army recruits to make it more “humane,” I do not understand how it is 
possible for the army to become more «humane» when it kills innocent people. I understand your feelings 
and I don’t want you to take what I’m saying as criticism, but rather to draw your attention to things of 
which you might not be aware.

Ophir:  We agree there are a lot of people who do not know what the army does, because they hide a lot 
of things from us, and even when it’s shown it can be difficult to accept that we are doing such unacceptable 
things. Some Israelis identify with the suffering of the Palestinians out of compassion and because as human 
beings it’s not acceptable to them, but there are those who believe that we have no other place to go and 
the occupation is unavoidable, because this is our country based on our historical connection to it.

Yazan: “Regarding changing (the system) from the inside, I doubt if one man, one soldier, can change a whole 
system. On the contrary, the system will change him.”

Noam: It’s true that the system can affect soldiers. I’m not trying to change the entire system, but I can 
try to change the situation in certain places, for instance while standing at a checkpoint I can act in a 
more humane way. I do not agree with the way some soldiers behave at checkpoints, and I want to reduce 
suffering and to show that not all Israelis are against the Palestinians and that they can talk to some of us 
and make a difference.

Ophir: If I was sent on an operation that I don’t believe in (because the operation isn’t one which 
defends human life) and was against my principles, I would refuse to do it even if I am sent to prison 
(for not complying).

Ofri: “Our biggest dilemma is whether to join the army out of a sense of belonging to the state and out of 
the desire to defend it - despite our opposition to the methods of war, and to the government’s decisions 
and actions. It is important to understand that we are sharing with you our dilemma, and are then asking 
you to try and understand us.”

Ofri: Our dilemma is whether we should enlist out of a 
desire to defend our country despite our opposition to 
the acts and decisions of the government?

Israeli prisons have about 10,000 Palestinian prisoners detained as part of their struggle for liberation from 
the occupation by Israel.  There is one Israeli prisoner known to be held by the Palestinians (Gilad Shalit, 
held by Hamas), and a few are still missing. Shalit has not been given the right to be visited by Red Cross 
representatives as required by international law, just like many Palestinian prisoners who are held by Israel.

Protecting the homeland? Military service when there is no military? It’s all in the eyes 
of the beholder. Israelis have an army, while the Palestinians are not allowed to have 
one - it’s not part of the agreement. How can they defend themselves? By establishing 
organizations. When the Jews were forbidden to have an army during the British rule, 
they also established organizations. Julianne from Bethlehem wrote an introduction to 
an extended article about  prisoners, which will appear in one of the future issues: 

Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails.
The story of Palestinian prisoners is one of the issues that occupies Palestinian reality. For us, the Palestinians, 
these stories symbolize the desire of the people to be released from the strong grasp of the occupation, and 
a symbol of freedom and sacrifice.

Oppressive policies toward prisoners practiced by the Israeli occupation is intended, on the one hand, to 
subdue the Palestinian people, to prevent uprising and resistance and to crush the morale of the people 
through the humiliation of prisoners and their families, and on the other hand, these policies cause many to 
be arrested without justification.

Among the Palestinian prisoners, every Palestinian village and town is represented- there are prisoners from 
the West Bank, Gaza Strip and ‘48 borders. (within the State of Israel. The staff), in addition to people with 
foreign Arab and Western nationalities who believe in the Palestinian cause. Over the years, tens of thousands 
of Palestinian youth, women, children and men have been detained by the enemy. Women who were arrested 
suffer from particularly harsh conditions. Children are also part of this story. There are close to 170 prisoners 
under the age of 18 who are still in detention, in violation of child rights treaties, and they experience what 
their older siblings experience in prison.

The use of torture for interrogation, especially at the beginning of the period of detention, is considered 
one of the most prominent violations of human rights.  Among the violations of human rights is isolation, 
detention, detention of family members as a way to increase pressure, the denial of medical treatment, 
disregard for human dignity, and more.

I do not think there’s a person who could bear the suffering and deal with the pain.

Feel free to comment 
office@win-peace.org 
More on this topic on page 10

Prisoners of conscience? 
Prisoners of war? 
Freedom fighters? 

Captives from both sides?
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A freed prisoner, the Director of Statistics at the Ministry of Prisoners’ and Freed Prisoners’ 
Affairs, Abed ElNaser Ferwana, told the Palestinian news agency, Ma’an, in an interview on  
September 6, 2010:

It is estimated that since June 5, 1967, there have been 700,000 arrests, among them tens of 
thousands of children (under age 18. The Staff.) and more than 10,000 women. Ferwana noted that 
since 1967, 198 prisoners died after their arrest, and emphasized that of those 198, 50 prisoners 
died due to medical malpractice, 70 because of torture and 71 were targeted killings immediately 
following the arrest. This is in addition to hundreds of prisoners who died after their release 
because of various diseases which worsened during their detention.

Ferwana notes that despite the fact that more than 43 years have passed since the Six Day 
War (1967), the arrests are still underway and without end. Detention conditions have become 
more severe. Prisoner conditions are in a state of continual deterioration and the number of sick 
prisoners is increasing regularly due to lack of proper treatment. The lives of dozens of prisoners 
are under continuous threat and the injustices done to them are growing.

“We’re not willing to serve a country 
that we do not feel connected to.”

“We understand that you do not want to do 
national service if it is through the Ministry of 
Defense. But would you agree (to do it) if it’s in  
another framework?”

Is there a connection between this topic and the next topic?
Just like the issue of mandatory Israeli army service by Jews revealed disagreements 
between Palestinians and Jews in the writers’ staff, the topic of civil service offered to the 
Palestinians (Israeli citizens. The Staff) led to a discussion between the different sides.

And the Tel Aviv girls brought up the question:

We realized that we have here a complex issue and we should examine it in depth. We 
looked into what the law says:

National service is the service for young men and women who were exempt from the army for various 
reasons or for people who are not required to serve at all. Those who do national service instead of joining 
the army do so for various reasons: exemption, ideology, religious beliefs. National Service replaces the duty 
of serving in the army as a way for people to serve their country and community in a different way. 

“I think that if you (Palestinians) don’t do national service I will understand and accept it, but I think that as a citizen of the country there are obligations and not just rights. And it’s not right that I will give two years (of my life to the State) and you will not. If it’s too uncomfortable to serve Israeli society, serve the Palestinian society in Israel.”

We asked friends:
We heard from Jewish Israelis:

We heard from the Palestinians in Israel:

“My opinion on national service is that they’re 

trying to change our identity.”

“My opinion on national service is that we do not have to serve because it is not our country.”

“They’re forcing us to be part of 

the defense system.”

Have you ever thought about these issues? 
Do you have an opinion on the issue? 
Do you have questions to ask? 
Please write to us: 

The girls from Tel Aviv asked the girls from Jaffa; 
“Why do you feel that you don’t belong?”

To explain, the girls of Jaffa took cameras 
and went out on a tour: ... 
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Why don’t we feel that this is our country?

At the entrance to Jaffa you find the Memorial 
Museum of those who conquered Jaffa. The 
signs remind us that Jaffa was conquered, and 
this evokes anger. Even more infuriating is 
another sign commemorating the liberation of 
Jaffa. Liberation from what? Jaffa was an Arab 
city before 1948.

Hassan Bek Mosque was part 
of the Manshiya neighborhood, 
a neighborhood in Jaffa where 
there were about 5,000 residents 
until 1948. The State of Israel has 
destroyed the neighborhood, 
and today there are parking 
lots, hotels, and a park. Why is it 
that the only thing that remains 
from the entire neighborhood  
is the mosque?

Everywhere there are flags and symbols that do not reflect 
us. Why fill the Arab neighborhoods of Jaffa with Israel’s 
flag, while we are not permitted to raise the Palestinian 
flag? It makes us feel that our feelings are disrespected, 
that we are not welcome.

When foreigners enter your neighborhood and drive you out, it 
no longer feels like home, but that’s what happens with the settlers 
in Jaffa – they demolish the old houses, take land, build new and 
expensive homes that the Arabs can not afford to buy,  and then 
they (the Arabs) are forced to leave Jaffa

We feel that the demolition orders for 400 homes in 
Jaffa are not in our benefit. They tell us they need to 
destroy the houses because they don’t have building 
permits, and that the houses are going to collapse. But 
the contractors who build homes for rich people get 
the building permits. What will become of us?
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On whose house was the Museum of the Irgun (N.M.O.) built?
Jaffa Girls:  We do not know exactly whose house it was because they don’t teach us these things. In school, they only 
teach history from the Jewish perspective because they don’t want us to know what really happened. A lot of parents 
don’t tell their children what was here before because they are afraid of the authorities. Many families have financial 
problems and are busy making a living so they don’t have the free time to discuss these issues. Part of our program 
at Windows is to learn for ourselves what they do not teach us.  Today we know that the house is what remains 
from the Manshiya neighborhood, along with the Hassan Bek Mosque. The residents of Jaffa struggled to keep it as 
a mosque after the authorities tried to turn it, too, into a museum after the occupation of the neighborhood by the 
Irgun (N.M.O.), in order to erase any sign of Arab and Muslim presence.

Who was the Irgun (N.M.O.)?
Tel Aviv Girls: It stands for «National Military Organization.» It was 
an underground organization that was established in 1937, during the 
British Mandate, by Jews, and followed the path of violent resistance to 
the Arabs and the British until June 1948. So when the Israeli government 
was first established, the underground movements like the Irgun were 
dismantled. In 1940, a group of people from the Irgun established a new 
underground organization – the Freedom Fighters of Israel - which 
advocated an even more violent struggle against the British and the 
Arabs, in order to promote the establishment of a Jewish state. 

What do we do in Jaffa to prevent the evacuation of  
their homes?

Three years ago a committee of the people in Jaffa was established to protect the rights to housing and to land. The 
committee is made up of residents, social activists and organizations that care about Jaffa. The committee organizes 
demonstrations, turns to the authorities to ask them to find solutions to the problem, and raises public awareness to 
reinforce the struggle (against unfair policies).

As always, the pictures and explanations opened up  
a discussion:

At this site, on 26.9.1947,
The LEHI underground carried out  

a raid to seize money to help 
finance its activities.

 
במקום זה ערכה מחתרת לח”י

ביום י”ב בתשרי תש”ח 26.9.1947
פעולת החרמה של כסף

למימון פעולותיה.
מפקד הפעולה ”דב” יעקב גרנק ז”ל

פרק את המקלע של השוטר
הבריטי, שנמצא במשוריין ליד

פתח הבנק, וירה בו לעבר
משוריין נוסף שהתקרב מכיוון

רח’ אחד העם, בחפותו על
נסיגת הלוחמים עם חלק מהשלל.

During the tour in Jaffa we 
also observed this graffiti:

On Allenby Street in Tel Aviv, you can find a 
memorial plaque of one of the operations by the 
Freedom Fighters in Israel.

Over time we learned to express ourselves better and how to unite in order to change 
the circles around us. We realized the power we have when we join together to make 
real change in our societies, and each of us was able to bring what we learned throughout 
our years at Windows to new places in one form or another. Wherever we were, even if 
we could not completely change the people>s opinions, we knew that we at least made 
some people understand things that they did not understand before: The willingness to 
bring about peace exists on all sides –we just need to consistently work towards this 
goal. We think that Windows is one of the best opportunities to empower youth with 
the ability to directly impact their societies. We believe that throughout history, the 
people have had a significant role in creating change. Therefore, we as youth also have a 
role in impacting our societies and bringing about change.

We wanted to also tell you about changes that have taken place on a personal level.  After 
we were able to overcome the fact that our knowledge is not necessarily true and that 
there are different viewpoints on every (historical) event, we reached an understanding 
that even if we argue or fight - there is always someone to talk to. Each group had a 
different experience: Palestinian citizens of Israel, among other things, learned more 
about their identity and learned to speak and act with less fear; Palestinians from the 
occupied territories have discovered that Israelis are not monsters, that there are 
motives behind their actions and that there is an entire system in place that does not 
allow for complete and accurate information to reach them; the Jewish group realized, 
among other things, that there are those who do not want us to know the truth about 
what happened and what is happening now, and to think that there is no one to talk to 
the other side. We all understood that it is our responsibility to learn, understand and 
try to influence.

We also had personal achievements: the ability to look at situations in a well-rounded 
manner, the ability to question and doubt any knowledge or claim that we have – not 
to accept what we know for granted, nor accept without criticism what is dictated 
from above (our governments or other authorities). In our opinion, one of the most 
important things we learned in the program was the ability to almost completely avoid 
judgments and prejudices. By trying to relate to each other, which was not an easy task, 
we have become more caring about what goes on around us, even if it is not connected 
to us directly.

We joined Windows mostly out of curiosity and out of a desire to make our stories 
known to others. If you ask us why it was worth going through all the effort and 
miscommunications, this is how we respond: for the relationships we made, the 
skills that we took with us, and the extraordinary opportunities we had to impact  
our surroundings.

Young Journalists: Natalie Badoor, Orin Bibbas, Tamara Hamra, Ofir Ben-Ari, 
Lian Haddad,  Julianne al - Masri, Hagar Amit, Noam Veiss, Yaara Grar, 

Yazan Zayit, Maria Naim, Gili Goldstein, Huda Kundos, Ofri Lehman-Mantel, Janit Shaker, 
Aya Asfour,  Anna Kawaji, Noam Atzmon




