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Editors’ Note
Dear Readers,

Since the last edition, we have undergone some changes in the editorial board. Veteran 
reporters left, for various reasons, and others took their place. In addition to the group of 
veteran reporters, consisting of reporters from Jaffa, Tel-Aviv and the Tulkarm area, this 
year we opened new groups in Bethlehem, Jaffa, Lod, Tel-Aviv and in the Jenin area.

25,000 copies of this edition are being distributed on both sides of the Green Line, mainly 
through schools. Not only members of the editorial board can participate; we invite you to 
send us letters and reports, photographs and pictures, which express your world and your 
thoughts. Tell us your story, ask questions, and together, let's examine how we, as youth, 
can influence our future in this region.

Have any ideas? Write to us.

Yours,

The young reporters
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"The child shall have the right 
to freedom of expression"

Letters to the Editorial Board

 "On one hand, children who
 lack for nothing… And on the
 other hand, children who lack

the basic necessities."

Huda, aged 12, Jaffa:

"Why should I care about him now?"

 All children in the world have problems,
 but they're small ones, like "when can I go
 to dance class" or "when will I get shoes
 like those of my classmate?". And there are
 problems like: "I'm hungry" or "I'm alone and
 I want a family." On one hand, I see children
 who lack for nothing and on the other hand,
 children who lack the basic necessities in
life, like a home, food, a family or love.

 Most problems have solutions, but for that
 to happen, we have to find people who will
 volunteer to solve them. The answers that I
 hear most are "Why should I care about him
 now?" I will answer this question and say:
 Put yourself in the place of the hungry child
 or the sick child waiting for medicine, what
 would you say to someone who asked "Why
should I care about you?"

 This lack of consideration
 shows the stupidity of
 people. If you are able to
 help, why won't you? Is the
 reason because you’re lazy
 or stingy?

 Life is sometimes honey and sometimes
 onion. Sometimes for you and sometimes
 against you. Life is not only for you alone,
 it's for everybody. If you have the ability to
help, then help!

 “...that the Palestinians are not always
 aware of the fact, that Arabs also 
attack Jews...” 

Gideon, aged 12, from Jaffa

 I want to address the letters from which I
 understand, that the Palestinians are not
 always aware of the fact, that Arabs also
 attack Jews, and it's not only Jews who
attack Arabs.

 I think that you aren't aware enough of what
 is going on, that there is a war on both sides
and not only from the Israeli side.

 I also want to address other things that were
 raised – we in Israel are not all that spoiled
 and we aren't all that rich that we can buy
 anything we want. At least that goes for me,
 and there are many like me, even if I can't
speak for everyone.

Photo: Street children in Jakarta, Indonesia

Aya, aged 10, from Herzliya

Hello,

 When I heard about this magazine I was
 very happy. Finally I am able to voice my
opinions, so here goes:

 In my view, this war is egotistical and
 stupid on both sides. Both sides simply can't
 compromise and that leads to violence. Both
sides are wrong and no one is right.

 The governments need to talk and
 immediately hold negotiations. If not, this
 cycle will continue forever. I have a lot of
 respect for the Palestinian people and my
 views are very left-wing!!!! I really don't
 understand right-wing views. If we beat
them, then will there be peace?

 But everyone has the right to express
  their opinions. I also don't understand how
 people can be judged by their race, color 
or gender.

Violence and racism are terrible things!!!!!

"If we beat them, there will be peace?"

Mohammad, aged 12, from 
 Tulkarm Refugee Camp

 I want to address the debates that took
 place between Palestinians and Israelis in
 the previous issue of Windows. The debates

 were interesting for me and I liked them
 because they described what happens in the
reality that we live in.

 I want to tell the Israelis  that Hassan Nasrallah
 conducted the war last June in order to defend
 the homeland, the occupied lands and the
Lebanese and Palestinian civilians.

 Yes, I agree with you that Israel has the right
 to defend itself, but Nasrallah did not hit
 many civilians. While you, the occupiers, hit
 civilians and soldiers and you didn't care if
 they were innocent or soldiers who tried to
defend themselves.

 Where is your mercy? Is it true what is said
 about you, that you do not have mercy or
 compassion in your hearts? That you only want
 to take our lands, to expel the Palestinians
and destroy them? Is this your goal?

 I tell you: we are not terrorists. We are
 defending our lands and we want to defend
 the beloved al-Aqsa and finally, to defend our
lives.

And you say that you want peace!!!! 
Then Shalom!

"I tell you: we are not terrorists"



 "Your situation is terrible and we can't
 understand, how you

can bear it."
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"The child shall have the right 
to freedom of expression"

 "How many times has
 my father left for work at
 4.00 in the morning and

almost got killed…"

Shima'a, aged 15, from Tulkarm

Greetings,

 My greetings to all members of Windows
 Magazine, of all ages and genders, Jews
 and Arabs, and especially to Wafi, Mary,
 Eyal and Mohammad from Jaffa. I want to
 tell you that I have a lot of respect for your
 views. I thank the people in charge of the
 magazine for letting me speak honestly and
 without fear, the fear that accompanies us in
 everything we do, part of what is weighing
on my heart.

 I think that we, the Palestinian people, are
 robbed of all our rights. The occupation
 works to deny us our freedom and restricts
 our movements. We feel distress and
 suffocation. If you want to go out of your
 house, it's enough to hear a lecture before
 going out, and your whole body stiffens: "Be
 careful on the way; don't be late; take care
 of yourself, you know that things are worse

 now than before." I remember those words
  like I remember my own name, because
 they have been repeated so many times. But
 I understand my mother, she is always afraid
 for me, for my brothers and sisters. You
suffer, but your suffering is not like ours.

 I ask you, in every possible way, how would
 you  feel, if you woke up every morning to
 the sounds of bullets and deafening bombs.
 Tell me how you would feel sitting at home
 with your family, feeling insecure, because
 at any time, the house could be demolished.
 How many times has my father left for work
at 4:00 in the morning and almost got killed.

 I am 15 years old and I have seen Jerusalem
 only once. You say that you suffer, and I
 believe you, but we suffer twice as much.
 If you want to know about suffering, tell
 me and I will write books for you. Even
 if I just want to visit relatives in the next
 village, our dignity is trampled on and we
 return home because we aren't allowed 
to pass.

 I have a question for you: How would each
 of you feel if you died in your father's arms?
 I want to tell you that my grandparents
 were from Jaffa, but I haven't been there 
even once.

 

Dear Shima'a,

 We were shocked to read
 your letter. Both from what you
 say and from what we have heard over the
 last two years from the Palestinian members
 of our editorial board, your situation is
 terrible and we can't understand how you
 can bear it, because we haven't experienced
 such things and we hope that we won't, and
 that no one – anywhere in the world – will
 have to experience such things. We support
 living in coexistence and in peace, but there
 are still many people on both sides who are
 not prepared for that, because of their fear
 of one another. The expressions of violence
on both sides strengthen that fear.

 There are extremists on both sides who
 prevent progress towards living together
 in a positive relationship. We are all afraid
 of those extremists. There are many Jews
 who fear that if we live together, there will
 be a greater number of Arabs and they will
 throw us out of here, like happened to us in
 Europe. We do not want to be in a situation,
 in which we will live under your bombs.
 There are Arabs who oppose our existence
here as Jews, and therefore, there is fear.
 How do you respond to Palestinians and
 other Arabs who call for the destruction of
 Israel? Or those who deny the Holocaust?
 How do you feel when you hear such things
and how do you respond?

 When we hear bad things about Palestinians,
 we try to present your side. We do not expect
 you to defend the occupation, because we all
 agree that it is terrible, but we expect you to
 understand that there are Jews who believe
 that it is possible to reach an agreement and
 that not everything is black and white. There is
 a lot of gray in the middle and reality is much
more complex.

 We hope that the suffering will end soon and
 that you will be able to go out of your home
without fear.

Yours,

Adva, May, Illy and Didi 
From the editorial board in Tel-Aviv

 We do not want to be in a situation in
 which we will live under your bombs.

Letters to the Editorial Board

 "You suffer, but your suffering is
not like ours."
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 Photo: Bar dressed up as Mona Lisa, 
last Purim holiday.

We, The Reporters

"Some days I don't draw at all… other 
days are filled with inspiration"

May, aged 12, from Tel-Aviv:

 I love to draw faces, eyes, animals, trees and
 all sorts of things, and I have been drawing
 from a young age. Some days I don't draw at
 all, because I don't feel like it or I don't have
 time, and other days are filled with inspiration.
 I first took a drawing class when I was seven
 years old. At that time, I learned a lot about
 drawing and I also learned about different
 styles of drawing. Later, I took a course in
 ceramic sculpture, but I left quickly because
 I decided, that I preferred drawing. I mainly
 like to make drawings and comics. I don't
 study anymore, because there are hardly
 any art classes in my school, but I draw a
 lot at home. Now I am looking for a place
 to study and I hope that I will find it. I am
 inspired by books that I read, people I meet,
 animals or things that I feel, and when I feel
 that I've expressed myself and achieved the
 result that I wanted as far as technique is
concerned, it is very satisfying for me.

 Tips for Making 
Good Choices
Bar, aged 12, from Tel-Aviv

 My name is Bar and I am in the 7th grade
 at Ironi Alef school in Tel-Aviv. I like
 to read and write and also do different

 kinds of art. I wanted to tell you about the
 choice  I made a year ago and choices 
in general.

 Choice is a small word, but it has huge
 significance. Every day we make choices,
 from what kind of ice cream to buy at the
 stand on the way home, to what school to
 attend next year. Some people choose
 easily, but some people, like me, can
 spend hours in front of the ice cream stand,
 trying to decide between strawberry and 
vanilla ice cream.

 A year ago, when I was in 6th grade, I had
 to make the most difficult choice I ever
 made in my life: which high school to go
 to. The decision between two schools
 was especially hard and every day I
 wanted to go to a different school. Now,
 after I made up my mind, I am very happy
 at my new school and I'm also happy that
 I learned how to make choices that I am
 happy with. But most of all, I am happy that 
 I don't have to go back a year and
start everything all over again. 

 n Take a deep breath before every  
choice and decision.

 n Listen to your heart. Sometimes it  
 knows better than your mind, what is best
for you.

 n Don't give in to peer pressure.   
Go your own way.

 n Listen to the recommendations of  
 others but in the end make your own
 choices with the knowledge that not
everything  others tell you is right for you.

 n Sometimes there is no  
 perfect option so choose the best option 
for you.

 n Remember: usually you can  
change your mind after making a decision.

Purim 
 A holiday celebrated by Jews to
 commemorate the miraculous escape of the
 Jews of the Persian Empire from genocide
 around 284 B.C. The name of the holiday
 comes from the word "pur" which means
 fate, to commemorate the day that fate was
decided, the day chosen to slaughter 
 the Jews.

The Mona Lisa 
 A famous portrait painted by the Italian
artist Leonardo DaVinci in the years 1503-
 1507. The main characteristics of the Mona
 Lisa are the look in her eyes and her 
mysterious smile.

 "I'm used to looking 
for alternatives"
Amina, aged 14, from Tulkarm

 I feel suffocated and helpless. In the camp
 I don't have an opportunity to practice
 my hobbies, but I'm used to looking for
 alternatives. I spend my time, late into the
 night, reading books about adventures,
 action, chases and imaginary stories. But
 mostly, I read books about my homeland,

 Palestine, a beautiful nightmare that haunts
me and constantly calls out to me.

 My goal for the future is to be a scientist in
 the field of chemistry. The reasons for this are
 many, and the most important is, that this field
 is not studied in-depth or in a practical way
 at universities in Palestine. Since there are
 no science labs, our knowledge in this field
 remains quite shallow. People who want to
 study this field must study abroad. The field of
 chemistry enhances thinking about resistance
 and warfare.  People who study this field obtain
 knowledge in the creation of instruments of
 war, with which they can defend themselves,
 and I assume that that's the reason why
chemistry labs are prohibited in Palestine.

 Many Palestinian academics are unemployed;
 the women stay at home and the men work as
 taxi drivers or continue to seek employment.
 However, and despite the difficulty in studying
 subjects suited to us, and the difficulty in
 finding work after completing university,
 we are an educated and energetic people.
 We must use knowledge as a weapon, we
 must fight by means of knowledge and mind.
 Knowledge is a weapon if we know how to use
 and preserve it. Defense is not necessarily
 using weapons; it can also be different kinds
 of knowledge such as painting, writing or
 excelling in a certain area. War, that leads to
 death and destruction, is not the right way to
 live in peace and security. The conflict can be
 resolved by peaceful means, through dialogue
and negotiations between the governments.
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 here. We have to come to terms with this,
see the beauty in it and live together.

 Rajeb: Before coming to find a harmonic
 solution like Adva and Amina propose,
 one side has to compromise and take
responsibility for starting the chaos.

Adva: We started it together.

 Rajeb: Each side says that the other side
started it.

Amina: One has to say who was wronged.

Adva: Everyone suffers.

 Amina: The degree of our injustice is much
 greater than yours. You can go from place to
place, we can't.

 Adva: Obviously, your situation is worse
 than ours. There won't be a situation in
 which, one day, all the roadblocks will
 disappear and we'll mix freely. This is hard
 work and we have to get the message across
 – to put aside alienation and not only look 
at the surface.

 If we understand the past, we can advance
towards a better world.

 Ahmad: The question that arises from the
 discussion: do the Jews believe that what
they did in 1948 was justified?

 Adva: That isn't clear to all of us. Each side
 says: We suffered attacks. My grandfather
 said that they had good relations with the
 neighboring Arab village, but at night they
 were shot at. In the article about Sabrin it
 was said that there were good relations with
 the Jewish towns in the area, and suddenly
 things went bad. Neither side admits that it
harmed the other side.

 Amina: In history no one thought about the
 other. What is to be done now, when one
 side has taken and the other side lives under
occupation?

 Adva: I support coexistence. You can't
 expel people who live here, and you can't
 let people continue to live under occupation.
 Everyone deserves to live. Two peoples live

 Ahmad: "It's important to
 return to history. That is the
root of all the problems."

In the previous issue we published 
letters and articles that we wrote 
about our family histories and what 
our grandparents told us. When we 
met, after the magazine was printed, 
we spoke about those stories.

 Ahmad: It's important to return to history.
 That is the root of all the problems.

 Adva: It is important for each of us to
 understand where the other comes from and
 what their background is. Because what is
happening today is influenced by the past.

 Amina: History effects one's identity.
 Returning to the source lets us examine
whether or not the conflict has justification.

 Rajeb: I look at history not only to find
 negative things. There is a positive side,
 understanding what happened before my
 time, how people lived; understanding myself
 and predicting what future generations will
bring.

 Adva: What happened in Russia or in
 Germany effects our lives here. We can't
 change the past, but we can learn from what
 happened in the past and draw conclusions.

Amina: Maybe we all have hard lives.

 Adva: I have the feeling, that Palestinians don't
 know what happened to the Jews before 1948.
Do you know where we came from?

 Amina: Before you tell me where you came
 from, I'll tell you where we came from. We
 have deep roots in this land. My parents'
 stories haunt me. I know about you – that the
 Jews were tribes that were dispersed all over
 the world and at a certain stage the nations of
the world decided to unite these tribes.

 Adva: My grandmother was in the Holocaust.
 She was sent to an extermination camp and
 her family, a huge family, was destroyed 
in the Holocaust.

 Amina: Don’t you see that what was done to
you, you are now doing to us?

 Illustration: How do we know that we have 
accurate information?
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 Didi: You can't even start to compare the
 Holocaust. Palestinians are killed, but it 
isn't genocide.

 Adva: It is somewhat reminiscent of what
 the Nazis did at the beginning of the war:
 imprisoning people in neighborhoods with a
 huge wall and roadblocks. But there is a big
 difference between this and 
the Holocaust.

 Amina: I will give you
 examples: a 14 year-old
 boy was arrested because
 he was suspected of being
 an activist. A girl fell into a
 hole and when she tried to get up, because
 she was wearing a veil, the soldiers thought
 she was a combatant and killed her. The
 soldiers kill without thinking. I want to tell
 Didi that maybe the methods are different
 – but the result is the same, people getting
killed every day.

 Didi: It's a totally different situation – six
 million Jews were killed, many millions from
 other nations were killed . You can't compare
 that with the situation in the territories.
 The conflict here has reasons that can be
 discussed. Then there were no reasons, they
 were killed simply because they were Jews.
 Now there is an argument over territory, over
lands. It makes more sense.

Amina: Why were our lands taken?

 Didi: The Jews didn't have a state. They
 were dispersed. Germany did not belong to
 the Jews. There were people who tried to
 fight the Nazis, but they fought for their lives,
not for land.

 May: In Germany the Jews had no land, now
 it's more complicated, because there's an
argument about who owns the land.

 Rajeb: You say that there's an argument
 about who owns the land. But the group that
 arrived from Germany came from there, and
we were already here.

Eli: The Jews in Europe had nowhere to go.

 Amina: Why did they specifically choose to
come here?

 Ahmad: They saw that this was the weakest
 country in the region and it was easy for
them to come here.

 Amina: There is a Jewish claim that they
 came here because this is a sacred place
for them.

 Rajeb: Even if it did belong to them in the
 past: it's like a Moslem going to Mecca and

 saying that he's a true Moslem and Mecca
belongs to him.

 Amina: The Arab states in the region that
 are nation-states – Egypt, Syria, etc. – are
 the result of the Western desire to divide 
the Arabs.

 Eli: The way that we settled here was not
 always right. But the Jews did not come here
 with the purpose of mistreating the people
 who lived here, we came out of distress.
 We came to a place where we could live in
security as Jews.

 Didi: Besides the biblical period, Jews
 always lived here. It's not that only Arabs
 always lived here; the Jews also have roots
 here. The Palestinians have roots here, but
so do we.

 When the trains stopped at the platform of
 the train station at Birkenau, the guards
 hurriedly pushed the passengers out. The
 victims were told to leave all their personal
 belongings behind and were ordered to stand
 in two lines, men and women separately,
 and to walk towards the officers of the SS (a
 Nazi military organization), who conducted
 a 'selection' between the majority, who were
 sent to the gas chambers, and those who
 were sent to the work camps. The people
 in the photo are on their way to the gas
chambers.

 Amina: As individuals we, sitting here, are a
 symbol of history. There are things that have

 been erased and can't be brought back. We
are the testimony that they happened.

 Ahmad: There are things in history that have
to be mended.

 Adva: We have to learn from the past in
 order to make things better. If an injustice
 was done, then not to continue it, but to find 
something better.

 Ashraf: Is there any proof that Jews ever 
lived here?

 Didi: Even in the Quran there is mention 
of Jews.

 Rajeb: It mentions the People of Israel, and
 there's no connection between them and the
Jews who came from Europe.

 Amina: The Jews who were here before 1948
 and before the Nazis, have the right to live
 here, but not the others. It's not clear to me why
the others came here, they came illegally.

 Didi: It's the same language, the same religion,
 the same culture and the same nation that
were here long ago.

Amina: You arrived here illegally.

 Didi: But the people felt that this was 
their place.

hoto page 12:The Tomb of the Patriarchs in 
Hebron. Who were the Patriarchs? Who are their 
descendents? 
photo page 13:"…six million Jews were killed…" 
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 Eli: The UN agreed, I don't know by how many
 percent, that the Jewish people deserved to
settle in the Land of Israel.

 Adva: Historical details – people came here,
 occupied the land and expelled the Jews
 until hardly any Jews remained. They were
 dispersed in the world because they were
expelled from Israel.

 Rajeb: I understand the historical overview.
 It's as if I took my family who live here to the
 Hamdan family who live in the USA and we
lived there because we are relatives…

 Adva: It's not only that. All over the world
 Jews were persecuted, and because of the
 grave danger, it was necessary to establish
a Jewish state.

 Ahmad: So in fact, you're saying that the
Arabs don't have roots.

 Didi: I said that the Palestinians, also have
roots.

In summary, we said:
 Eli: It's important for me that each side
 understands, that both sides have the right
to live here.

 Didi: Not to hurry to make comparisons with
 the Holocaust, because it seems to me from
 the discussion, that you don't really know
 what happened there.

 Adva: We need to take the information
 that we have and cross-reference it with
information from others.

 Eli: We are constantly portrayed as
 murderers in relation to actions of the
 government and the army which I don't
agree with.

 May: The  discussion itself bothered me. It
 bothers me, when people say "you"; enough
of that.

 Ahmad: I think that it's good that we talked,
it will only lead to good things.

 Rajeb: I My heart felt bruised. I let out a lot
 of energy when I spoke and I think that the
 situation will improve from one meeting to
the next.

 Amina: Although there was some tension
 in the discussion, I know that after the
 discussion, we will return to being friends.
 I am waiting for Didi to give proof that there
 is a difference between the Holocaust and
what is happening now.

 Ashraf: I am very pessimistic about the
 conflict, I don't think that it will all be solved.
Many more people will be killed.

 photo page 15: Palestinians on their way to exile after
 being expelled from their homes in the 1948 war. From
 that day until the present, the Palestinian people have
 remained under the yoke of destruction, occupation,
repression and exile.

Ahmad: So why is there a war?

 Didi: Because people aren't prepared to
live together.

 Ahmad: Even in the conflict that you are
 talking about, there is a strong side that
 keeps up the conflict, and a weak side. The
Jews aren’t being wronged here.

 Adva: I propose that each side study the
 history of the other side and that way,

 we'll understand better what each of us are 
seeking here.

 Amina: I wanted to bring a book about the
 history of Palestine, but I was afraid that they
wouldn't let it through the checkpoint.

page 12,13, 14 and 15
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John Lennon
By: Didi

 John Lennon was
 the lead singer of
 the British band, “the
 Beatles” and together
 with Paul McCartney
 he wrote many of
 their songs. The band
 became famous in the
 sixties and became
 the most famous band
 in the western world.
 Although the band
 broke up after a few
 years of activity, to this
 day they are loved by adults and youth and
 they continue to have an impact on western
music.

 Lennon was born and raised in the British
 port city of Liverpool, in a working-class
 neighborhood. While he was at high
 school, Lennon formed a band called “The
 Quarrymen”, which underwent changes
 over the years until it became “the Beatles”,
 with Paul McCartney, George Harrison and
 later also, Ringo Starr.  “The Beatles”, had
 phenomenal success in Britain and became
 the most popular band in the country. Their
 success spread worldwide and made Lennon
 and his partners into the most successful
musicians in the world.

 Following the first
 waves of success,
 a change took place
 in Lennon's lyrics
 – instead of the gay
 youthful songs that
 characterized  “The
 Beatles”, during
 the early years, he
 started writing songs
 like “I Am A Loser”
 and “No Reply”,
 expressing a sense
 of detachment from
 reality and losing
 one's way. At the
 same time, Lennon

 was using more and more drugs, but that
 was not his only problem. In an interview
 that he gave to a British newspaper in 1966,
 Lennon stated that “Christianity is going
 to vanish… We're more famous than Jesus
 now.” The British weren't fazed, but in the
 USA, a scandal broke out and in some
 places performances were cancelled and
 angry crowds burned Beatles records. The
 Beatles stopped performing and focused
 on releasing new albums which became
 classics of popular music. Towards late 1967
 they started to drift apart, with each band
member developing different interests.

 Simultaneously, the relations between
 Lennon and Yoko Ono, a Japanese

 conceptual artist, grew closer, causing
 Lennon to leave his family and embark on a
 media campaign, celebrating his relationship
with Ono, culminating in a week-long “bed-
 in” in Amsterdam, during which the couple
 gave a series of interviews, voicing their
views on world peace and the Vietnam war.

 Lennon began his solo career before
 the official breakup of the Beatles, with
 releases such as “Give Peace A Chance”,
 “Instant Karma” and “Cold Turkey” (which
 documented his rehabilitation from heroin
 abuse). Among the many songs that he wrote,
 the most successful were those addressing
 personal and political issues. These include
 “Mother”, “Isolation” and “Working Class
 Hero”, from the album Plastic Ono Band
 (1970) which addressed, among other
 things, Lennon's childhood experiences.
 One year later he released the
 album Imagine, the title song of
 which became a symbol of the
 desire for peace for many youth
 around the world: “Imagine
 there's no countries, It isn't hard
 to do, Nothing to kill or die for…
 Imagine all the people, Living
 life in peace...” The album
 Once Upon A Time in New
 York City was very political
 and a prominent song from it
 was “Woman is the Nigger of
 the World”, which addressed

 women's inferior status in the world, compared
 with men. According to Lennon's concept, a
 song is a simple and short musical piece, the
 message of which is more important than its
musical arrangements.

 In his last years, Lennon worked with his wife
 Yoko Ono, but he was unable to repeat the
 success that he had with “the Beatles”. On
 December 8, 1980, Lennon was murdered in
 front of his home by an insane fan. The name
 of the street on which he was murdered was
 temporarily changed to Strawberry Fields,
 after his most famous song from the Beatles
 period. Lennon's body was cremated and his
 ashes were scattered. Near the site of the
 murder, close to the entrance to Central Park
 in New York, a cobbled circle was built in
 Lennon's memory, and fans gather there to
this day.



10

pages 16 and 17

Imagine

 Imagine there's no Heaven 
 It's easy if you try 
 No hell below us 
 Above us only sky 
 Imagine all the people 
 Living for today 

 Imagine there's no countries 
 It isn't hard to do 
 Nothing to kill or die for 
 And no religion too 
 Imagine all the people 
 Living life in peace 

 You may say that I'm a dreamer 
 But I'm not the only one 
 I hope someday you'll join us 
 And the world will be as one 

 Imagine no possessions 
 I wonder if you can 
 No need for greed or hunger 
 A brotherhood of man 
 Imagine all the people 
 Sharing all the world 

 You may say that I'm a dreamer 
 But I'm not the only one 
 I hope someday you'll join us 
And the world will live as one

 John Lennon's songs continue to spread
 a message of world peace. The human
 rights organization Amnesty International
 recruited more than 50 performers from
 around the world to participate in recording
 an album: Instant Karma: The Campaign
 to Save Darfur, which is expected to be
 released in June and will contain covers
 for John Lennon's songs. Lennon's widow,
 Yoko Ono, will contribute all proceeds from
 the royalties to the Amnesty campaign
 geared at arousing world awareness of the
 tragedy that is taking place in the Darfur
region in Sudan.

 The Darfur Region 
 in Sudan – 
The Horrors Continue
By: Didi

 The situation in the Darfur region in
 Sudan is getting worse. About half a
 million civilians have been killed since
 the conflict began, in 2003, and the

Photos: Imagebank Israel-Getty Images 
Page 18:A child in a refugee camp in Sudan 

 Page 19:Displaced women from Darfur; Soldiers at a
 Sudanese roadblock; Survivors from Darfur re-enact
the destruction of their village by the Sudanese militia.

 of them currently live in refugee camps – tent
 cities, fighting against hunger, thirst and
 disease; thousands die every month. More
 than four million additional inhabitants of the
 Darfur region, and hundreds of thousands
 of people in the neighboring countries, live
 under the threat of starvation, disease and
further attacks by the Sudanese militia.

 Although the UN declared this to be the most
 severe humanitarian crisis in the world at this
 time, the international community considers
 the struggle to be an internal Sudanese
 conflict and is hardly doing anything to stop
 it. International humanitarian organizations
 are trying their best to help, despite the
opposition of the Sudanese government.

Tulkarm – Tel-Aviv – Tulkarm

 Visiting Tel-Aviv: the reporters from Tulkarm.
 Documentation: Minyar. Shared their

"article 38…States Parties shall take all feasible 
measures to ensure protection and care of 
children who are affected by an armed conflict."

- UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

world remains silent.

 The struggle that started as a war over
 land and water resources between the
 government of Sudan and African farmers
 has become over time an ethnic conflict
 and a shocking racist struggle that includes
 acts of rape, massacres and burning of
 villages along with their African inhabitants
 by the militia known as Janjaweed (riding
 men). The assailants and the victims are
 Moslem, but the militia is identified with the
 Arab leadership and the farmers originate
from Africa.

 The Sudanese government announced the
 end of the conflict in
 2004, yet the horrors
 continue to this day.
 In addition to the
 rapes and massacres,
 water resources in
 villages are polluted
 or destroyed and
 animals are stolen
 or slaughtered. The

 Sudanese government's aerial attacks
 accompany the attacks by the militia
 against villages, all of this aimed at
 clearing the area of African farmers, who
 are now mostly women, old people 
 and children.

 In addition to 500,000 people who have
 been killed, about two and-a-half million
 people have been left without shelter.  Most

pages 18 and 19
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 Visiting Tel-Aviv: the reporters from
 Tulkarm. Documentation: Minyar. Shared
 their thoughts: the members of the editorial
board.

 On Friday our group started traveling from
 the Sha'ar Ephraim passage near Tulkarm
 to Tel-Aviv–Jaffa, and from afar I could
 smell the breeze from the sea and enjoy the
 scent of fish. After half an hour of waiting at
 the checkpoint and the indifference of the
 woman soldier, we passed the checkpoint
 and were comforted by the thought that
 the Israeli group was waiting for us on the 
other side.

 Illy: It was hard at the checkpoint. I felt that
 we were waiting for a long time, then I thought
 about how much time the Palestinians waited
 and in what conditions. I was told that there
 were many people in line, especially when
going to and coming home from work.

 Adva: I was happy to see the reporters from
 Tulkarm again and I wanted to run and hug
 them. I was sorry about the checkpoint, but
 on the other hand, I understand the necessity
that comes from fear of terrorist attacks.

 The checkpoint looks like a border passage
 and a prison combined, because of the
 fences and the security guards who looked
very tough and threatening.

Tulkarm – Tel-Aviv – Tulkarm

pages 20,21,22 and 23

 Photos: Page 20: The Israeli reporters welcome
 the reporters from Tulkarm on the Israeli side of the
checkpoint; Miniar. 

 Page 21: Adva and Illy at the Sha'ar Ephraim Passage;
 Ironi Heh high school in Tel-Aviv; Hayarkon Park, on
 the banks of the Yarkon River. Before 1948 it was
called Wadi al-Ouja by the Palestinians. 

 Adva: I was excited about showing my
 school to the group. I had a small sense
 of victory – that we had overcome one 
more barrier.

 Minyar: I love to visit cities and villages
 outside the West Bank. These visits
 remind me of the land of our fathers and
 the grandfathers who defended it to death.
 How sad I was when I heard the story of our
 people's struggle against the occupation.
 We arrived in Tel-Aviv and we started
 walking through its spaces and streets, and
how I wished to visit people's homes.

 But on the other hand, the visit
 also caused me to feel bitter,
 because the Jews undertook to
 change the Palestinian reality.
 They turned things upside down
 and considered Jaffa to be a
 Jewish city, not a Palestinian
 city. This is displayed on the
 plaque at the Etsel Museum,
 which mentions the falling of the
 Jewish soldiers in the battle to
 liberate Jaffa. That statement
 has no truth in it. The city of Jaffa
 was originally Canaanite, and it
belonged to our Canaanite forefathers.

 In Tel-Aviv there are memorials to the
 Jewish settlement's struggle against 
the British.

 Didi: When my grandfather came to this
 country from Germany, in 1939, he asked

 the representatives of the British Mandate
 for permission to bring his parents here
 as well, to save them from the Nazis. The
 British refused. His parents remained in
Europe and the Nazis killed them.

 Amina: We never heard such stories about
 the British. This is
 the first time I hear
 that there was no
 pact between the
 British and the
 Jews. We know that
 Britain left here and
 gave the country to

 the Jews,
 and that
 the British
 encouraged Jewish emigration to
 Palestine. The British knew that the
 Jews were arriving here in ships
and they let them in.

 A memorial to the victims of
 the terrorist attack near the
 Dolfinarium Club in Tel-Aviv on
June 1, 2001.

 Adva: I thought about the fact that
 there was a terrorist attack here, and then
 about Manshiyeh, the neighborhood that was
 once here, and how they managed to totally
 erase the fact that there was once an Arab 
village here.

 It was a terrible attack during a time when
 there were many attacks. I remembered

 that a girl in my class told me that her sister
 had been in the line to enter the club, but she
 left because there was a long line, and if she
 hadn't, she would have been killed. I expected
 the Palestinians to express sorrow or
 something, but that didn't happen. I wondered
 what we would have said if we visited a place

 in the Territories
 where people had 
been killed.

 Ashraf: My dear Adva,
 I wanted to make it
 clear to you what was
 the reason that you
 heard no response
 from us to the attack at
 the Dolfinarium. If the

 attack had taken place without the background
 of murder, destruction and assassinations
 that the Israelis perpetrate against us, you
 would have heard denunciations and sorrow
 from us for what happened. But the attack
 came with the background of the occupation.
 We have a saying: An eye for an eye, a
 tooth for a tooth. We oppose the occupation, 
we do not oppose peace.

 The Etsel Museum – the name stands
 for the National Military Organization, a
 Hebrew underground organization that
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worked to defend Jewish 
  settlements from attacks

 by Arabs, including by means of attacking
 them. After the issuing of the White Book in
 1939, they also started to operate against
the British.

 Minyar: I was amazed
 at the Jews' success
 in erasing the historic
 traces of the Palestinians
 in the city. There is
 no visible Palestinian
 heritage and no natural
 sites of Palestine. We
 went past the Etsel
 Museum, which is located on the beach, near
 the entrance to Jaffa. The ancient stones that
 were used to decorate the museum, are the

 stones of the houses of
 Manshiyeh, which used
 to be on the beach
 but was destroyed
 in 1948. In my view,
 they destroyed the
 neighborhood in order
 to erase traces of

 Palestinians from their land of Palestine, so
 that they could later claim that this land was
 originally Israeli Jewish and to say that the
Palestinians have no right to the land.

 Ashraf: I thought that Hassan Bek was a new
 mosque. If they hadn't told us, we wouldn't
have thought that it was a historic site.

 Rajeb: When we were at the beach I tried
 to imagine how it used to be and how it has
 changed. I couldn't, because I don’t have
 a clue about what Manshiyeh used to be.
 What were the houses like? How did people 
live there?

 Anes:There were many things I liked about
my visit with the reporters' group in Tel-

 Aviv. The beach, the order, there's
 no chaos. I liked the luxury cars.
 The city seemed big to me, the
 fountains sparkled, the yards
 are orderly, the buildings are tall,
 the streets are clean and many
 people walk in the streets, nicely
 dressed. I liked all of that. I just
 felt a little tension because of the

dogs that urinate everywhere on the street.

 Didi: I was three years old when Rabin was
 murdered, I remember being with my family
 at the peace rally in the Kings of Israel
 Square. We went home a few minutes before
 it happened, and the next day, when I woke
 up, I heard about the assassination of Prime
 Minister Yitzhak Rabin. Today I know, that if
 had not been assassinated, our lives would
 have been different. The assassin  represents
 a group that opposes peace and by this act
 of murder, they managed to halt the process.
 Now, the square is called Yitzhak Rabin
Square, in his memory.

 Amina: The killings and assassinations are
 one of the main reasons for distrust and
 fear on both sides. The assassination of
 Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin by a right-wing

Photos: Page 23: Hassan Bek Mosque, 
 a remnant of Manshiyeh, . 
 Page 24: activities of the Social Certificate; a security
guard at Dizengoff Center checks bags at the entrance.
Page 25:pictures of the Yitzhak Rabin Memorial 

 Women in Black vigil in Tel-Aviv: 
Down with the Occupation!

 guy shows his distrust and fear of peace. The
 assassination of Rabin didn't give peace a real
chance to materialize.

 Amina: I discovered that there are several
 positions. There are peace lovers and there are
 people who don't care. I feel that the supporters
 of peace are a minority. When we visited the
 Women in Black group who distributed leaflets
 against the occupation, some people didn't
 want to take them. The women displayed in
 photographs what we undergo. I liked seeing
them, but it frustrated me that they were so few.

 Eli: They are not so few. There are many people
who think like them.

 Amina: If there are so many people who want
 peace, then why don't they join the vigil every
Friday? Why aren't there big demonstrations?

pages 23, 24 and 25

 The Social Certificate:
Because I Care!
By: Adva

 Naturally, we are interested in all aspects
 of social justice and human rights.
 Therefore, when we walked with our friends
 from Tulkarm along King George Street
 (remember the article on page 20), we were
 glad to meet the girls who were distributing
 leaflets about the Social Certificate, leaflets

 that voiced protest against the injustice of
violating human and workers' rights.

 We decided to approach them and get more
 information about the idea of the Social
 Certificate. We met Shelly, an 11th grade
 student at Tichon Hadash in Tel-Aviv, who
 volunteers with the organization. "I am a
 volunteer activist," Shelly explained, "I'm
 part of a group of high school students
 who go into classrooms, explain and raise
awareness of these issues.

 “This issue is very important to us because
 of the poverty that is created when people
 don't get their salaries on time. Workers of all
 ages are discriminated against, starting with
 youths who work as waiters to cleaning staff
 and older people who don't get reasonable
 salaries. We get different kinds of responses:
 some people praise us and express support,
 others don't care, and there are business
 owners who refuse to acknowledge us and get
 angry. Awareness can be raised by explaining
to passers-by on the street and in schools."

 The Social Certificate is awarded free of
 charge to businesses that meet the criteria of
 treating employees fairly. It all started when
 the organization Circles of Justice began
 collecting food for the needy whose number
 has grown a lot in the last few years. Over
 the course of time the activists understood
 that the aid was not enough for everyone in
 need, many of whom worked for a living, but
 who received less than minimum wages and
 therefore were unable to earn a decent living.
 The members of the organization decided

page 26 and 27
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 to address the root of the problem and to
 try and work towards raising salaries to
 the legal minimum wage. Since there are
 business owners who are unwilling to
 comply with the law, the idea came up to
 create pressure on the business owners
 through their customers and to encourage
 customers to stop shopping at businesses
 that were unfair to their employees. The
 organization does not stop at improving the
 treatment of employees, and it also demands
fair treatment of the disabled and the blind.

 Following the success of the campaign in
 Jerusalem, where awareness was raised
 in coffee shops and similar businesses, the
 organization started a similar campaign
 in Tel-Aviv. Once every month or two, the
 activists visit businesses that won the Social
 Certificate and check to see that they meet
the Certificate’s criteria.

Marcel Khalife
The Arab voice of the wretched of the earth

By: Amina

 His mother Matilde was the one who
 noticed her son's talent, and asked her
 husband to buy him a musical instrument.
 “Sometimes I wonder what I would
 have done, if mother hadn't noticed the
 madness of my fingers and convinced my
father to buy me musical instruments."

 Marcel Khalife was born in 1950 in Amsheet,
 a Lebanese village north of the Jabil district.
 Marcel's father worked as a taxi driver in the
village to support his family.

 In 1970 Marcel completed his studies at
 the Beirut Institute for Music, where he
 was educated by the greatest teachers,
 specializing in playing the 'oud. During that
 period, his mother died of cancer, the mother
 who had been his light and who had been the
 first to discover his talent. That explains, in
 my opinion, his many songs that address the
mother figure.

 After completing his studies, Marcel founded
 a band that specialized in playing traditional
 Arab music and in 1974, he started composing
 music for Eastern dance performances, for
 the Karkala company and for other dance
 companies. His first album, Promises from
 the Storm, was produced at his own expense, 
and released in 1975.

The Social Certificate

n Respecting employees' rights – fair  

 

n Accessibility for the disabled.

n Menus in Braille for the blind  

n To join and help out: www.tav.org.il  

  wages, on time, and vacations 
according to the law.   

pages 28 and 29

 One year later he founded The Squares
 Band, with which he continued to perform
  his music, always demonstrating his talent
 as a gifted 'oud musician. In his music,
 Marcel expresses heartbreak in the face
 of wounded Lebanon, occupied Palestine
 and the pain of the oppressed, insisting that
 music is a deep human language that sides
with popular resistance and speaks for it.

 After founding the band, Marcel released
 twenty albums, including On The Border,
 May You Awake with a Homeland,
Homeland,  and Summer Night's Dream.

 Marcel Khalife is the Arab voice of the
 wretched of the earth, those whom war has
 robbed of the right to life, and he repeatedly
 declares that music is the outcome of love
and freedom.

And Walking

Words by Samih -Al Qasim 
Translated by Amir Atsmon

My body tall, I step 
My head upright, I step

In my hand are olive leaves 
My coffin on my shoulder 
And walking and walking...

My heart is a red moon, 
My heart is an orchard 
Within grow brambles 
Within grows basil

My lips are skies 
Raining  
Fire, at times, love, 
sometimes...

In my hand are olive leaves 
My coffin on my shoulder 
And walking and walking...
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Fear
I fear nothing but God.

 We talk about peace, but I am afraid of a
 big war, a world war that would include
Jaffa and my family.

  I'm afraid of being killed. One could die
any minute here.

 My parents are always afraid of crossing
 the checkpoint and of what will happen on
the way.

 I am afraid that something might happen
 to the group from Tulkarm on the way
 back from here. I am also afraid that if I go
 to the army, I'll change my views about the
Palestinians.

 I fear for the fate of al-Aqsa Mosque
 because of the archeological digging that
is taking place there now.

 I am afraid that the army will come into
our area and demolish homes.

 I understand the Palestinians' fear of the
 army and although the chances of getting
 hurt in Israel are smaller than the chances
 of getting hurt in the Territories, sometimes
I'm afraid of terrorist attacks.

 When I grow up I want to live in France, but
 I'm also afraid that they'll identify me as a
Jew and I'll be hurt by anti-Semitism.

 Mostly I am worried about our Palestinian
 friends, that something will happen to
them.

 I am worried about where you'll be in five
 years' time. Will you be in the army and
 at the checkpoints, or will you continue to
work for peace.

 I  am afraid of the Jews. My mother says
 that there will be another
 war and they'll force us to
leave our home.

 I am afraid of having to go
 to the army and being sent
to the Territories.

Art for Change

The artist's hope that the wall will be 
removed and that what's behind it  
will be seen.

By Amina and Adva

 An artist mimics reality, or makes it prettier, or
 twists it, or invents it, or dreams of a 
different reality.

 We both think that artists tend to think about a
 better reality. But meanwhile, reality remains the
 same. Some people pass by the paintings and say
"Where are we and where are those dreams?"

 For example,
 there is a
 painting of the
 sea on the wall,
 and reality
 hit us when a
 boy saw the
 painting and
 thought that
 the sea was
 the sky. He had
 never seen 
the sea.

Photos: Artwork on the Separation Wall.
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 Blue Green,
Blue Green

Finland – Land of Lakes and Forests

 At one of our board meetings, we met
 with Dr. Suzanna Kokonan, Cultural
 Attaché at the Embassy of Finland in
 Tel-Aviv. We wanted to find out more
 about life in Finland and perhaps be
 inspired to resolve the senseless conflict 
between us.

 People in Finland speak Finnish and
 Swedish, languages that are unrelated, so
 Suzanna told us at the meeting, and she
 added, that Finnish is like no other language.
 It used to be similar to Hungarian and the
 accent remained. In contrast, Swedish is
 similar to German. Everyone must learn both
 languages. Six percent of the population are
 Swedish in origin and they speak Swedish.
 They must learn Finnish, and vice versa.
Everything is written in both languages.

 Laponia, known to us as Lapland, is the
 northern part of Scandinavia – Sweden,
 Norway and Finland. Santa Claus comes
 from there and they have reindeer, just like
 those in Christmas stories. The Lapps are
 also called Samis and their language is
 called Sami. According to Finnish law, they
 have the right to study in their own language
 at school and there must be a translator at
 every government office. Besides all of that,

 Finland has another minority and language:
 the Roma. If there are four Roma students
 in a classroom, the law is, that there must
 be a teacher who speaks their language.
 In the capital, Helsinki, which is the most
  central place in Finland, lessons are

 taught in more than 40 languages. Refugees
 from Somalia, Vietnam
 and many other countries
 live there and according
 to the law, they have the
 right to study in their own
language.

How do you make sure 
there are teachers?

 Usually with the help of  translators, but
 when a large group of people come from a
 certain place, people from within that group
 are trained as teachers. All of us have to
 learn Swedish so that there are people to
 answer questions in every government
 office. Not everyone speaks it well, because
 not everyone likes to learn languages. But
 there is always someone around who speaks
 Swedish. In our schools, many languages
 are taught – Finnish, Swedish, English.
 You can also study German, Russian and
French.

Who are the original inhabitants of 
Finland?

 The Samis who now live in Lapland used to
 live all over Finland, and then other peoples
 came. But now the Samis can live anywhere.
 Not all Finns are blond with blue eyes, like
 people think. Those who came from Karelia

 (now in Russia) have black hair and brown
 eyes and actually, the Sami look like Italians.
 It's nice that here, in the Middle East, there
 are many different faces. Culturally, Finns are
 Scandinavians but genetically, and there are
 disagreements among all sorts of theories, they
 came from Russia. Where they came to Russia

 from is unclear, but there is something
Mongolian in them.

What is the population of Finland?

 There are 3.5 million people living in
 Finland. Seventy percent of the territory
 consists of forests and there are also
many lakes.

How much of the territory is land, and how 
much is water?

 Finland has 160,000 lakes. In summer, when
 you travel, you see blue-green, blue-green,
 forests and lakes and hardly any people. In
 summer there is light 24 hours a day and when
 I go to Finland in the summer, it's hard for me
 to fall asleep. In the winter it's almost always
 dark. The year is divided into half light and half
 darkness. As one goes further north, there is
 more light in the summer and more darkness in
 the winter. This phenomenon can make people
 depressed, but if you're born into it, you get
used to it.

 In every home in Finland, even in small
 apartments, there are personal saunas. People
 go from the hot sauna out to the snow, or they
 make a hole in the ice, have a swim and return
 to the sauna. Then they feel much 
more energized.

What do Finns think about the conflict in the 
Middle East?

 Most people don't think about it, but the
 Finnish Foreign Ministry aids NGOs and
 organizations that work to advance a
solution.

I read, that you declared independence in the 
last century, how did that happen?

 It was difficult at the beginning, because
 during the Czarist period we were part of
 Russia and in 1917, when Lenin came to
 power, he gave Finland independence. Later,
 a civil war broke out in Finland because
 although the majority wanted independence,
some wanted to remain with the Russians.

Why did they want to remain with Russia?

 Because ideologically they were
 communists. In WWII, Stalin thought that he
 could re-occupy Finland. It was a difficult
 war. There were many casualties and the
 areas that were occupied remained under
 Russian control. The Finns evacuated the
 areas that were occupied – the government
 decreed that each family would take one
 refugee from the areas that were occupied by
 Russia to live with  them, and after the war,
 houses were built as well. Finland gave up
 those territories. The occupied area is called
 Karelia, there are many songs about the
 region and there is also special food. With
time, the Russians neglected the region.

Photo, Page 35: Santa Claus in traditional costume. 
 Credits to photographers from the Finnish Tourist
 Board: www.visitfinland.com 
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Is there longing for the area?

 Yes, but mostly on a spiritual level. There is
 no attempt to go back to there. There aren't
 many foreigners in Finland, unlike other
countries in Europe. Only a few thousand.

Is there no oppression of minorities?

 All of the Nordic (northern) countries are
 very liberal.
 The Church
 is part of the
 State, but
 people think
 that religion
 is a private
 matter.
 The State

 is secular. Although a law was passed,
 permitting women to serve as priests, there
 are still opponents to that and there are
 arguments in the Church about whether it is
 permitted. When the President of Finland,
 Tarja Halonen, was elected in 2000, she
 also became the head of the Church. All
 religions, including Judaism and Islam,
 have communities and the right to assemble
 and children also learn about their own
 religion. But as I said, religion is a private
 matter and people don't talk about it. The
 army in Finland is also open to women and
 the President is automatically the head of
the army.

What does the army do?

 At the moment the army doesn't do much,
 but Finland sends more soldiers than any
other country on United Nations peace-
keeping missions all over the world.

What is the nature of the relationship 
between Finland and Israel?

Very friendly. There is cultural exhange. 
Finnish students come to learn in Israeli 
universities.

And what about Finland and the 
Palestinians?

 There is a representative in Ramallah
 and there are development experts in the
 Territories. In Bethlehem we built a cultural
center called Dar al-Kalima.

Why is it important for you to help?

 Part of the tradition of the northern
 countries that are Social Democrats by
nature is to help or send aid, like peace-
keeping forces, for example.

 There are different parties in Finland, but
 the nature of society is Social Democratic,
 in the sense that people have a guaranteed
 income and free studies, including
university.

Do you have youth movements?

 Each church has a youth movement and
 there are many sports clubs, but the
 Scout movement is the largest. Political

 parties also have youth groups with
 corresponding values and there are a lot
 of nature preservation groups. Nature is
very important in Finland.

 I came to Israel to do my PhD in history
 and philosophy. I studied Hebrew for one
 year and then I got the job at the Finnish
 embassy and I have been here for eight
 years. My entire family is in Finland and
 they come to visit. When my cousins
 visited, they only wanted to go to the pool,
 because in Finland in summertime, you
 never know if it's going to rain. I think that
 the weather here is very pleasant and the
 people here are very open and they speak
to one another.

 We said a friendly goodbye to Suzanna,
 trying to imagine life in a country with
forests and lakes and no wars.

 The Roma arrived in Finland in the 16th
 century. During the 19th century in order
  to force them to integrate into society, the
 Roma children were separated from their
 parents and they were forbidden to speak
 their language. In the 1960's the policy
 was changed and since then, minorities
 in Finland are encouraged to integrate
  into Finnish society while maintaining
 their unique identities. In 1995 the Finnish
 Constitution was amended and the right of
 the Roma, the Sami and other minorities to
 preserve and develop their languages and
cultures was realized.

What is Social Democracy? 
Social Democracy is a political ideology 
that began in the 19th century and combined 
capitalist and socialist principles – mainly 
a welfare state and a relatively high level 
of government involvement in the economy. 
According to the Social Democratic concept, 
there is no need for a violent revolution 
and establishing a dictatorship of the 
proletariat as Marxism and communism 
demand, and it is possible to achieve the 
goals of socialism through the existing 
political system and by democratic means. 
The main basis for this concept is that the 
working class constitutes the majority of 
the citizens in the industrialized state, and 
where all citizens have the right to vote, the 
democratic system can be used to obtain a 
parliamentary majority and achieve goals. 
(From Wikipedia).

Capitalism: A socio-economic system that 
is  based mainly on the right of individuals 
and groups to private ownership of property 
and free use of it. In capitalist societies, the 
government does not tend to support  
the weak.

Socialism: A socio-economic ideology 
according to which property and the 
distribution of resources are under social 
monitoring, to create greater equality  
in society.

Proletariat: A term for the working class, 
a general definition of any person of low 
economic status.

 Photo: page 39 www.visitfinland.com 
 Tina Itkonnen A city of snow and ice is built every
year, from 1996.
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 Barca: 
The Dream Team

The best players in the world play in 
the Spanish Barcelona team

By: Ashraf

 Barcelona is the second most expensive
 team in the world. It is an excellent team
 that has won many championships,
 like the European Cup and the Spanish
 League Championship. In addition,
 the team won the title of best team
 composition for 2006. The current head
 of the club is Joan Laporta and the
 current coach is the Dutch professional
Frank Rijkaard.

 I am a fan of the Barcelona team because
 it has excellent stars and yet they are very
 modest. The respect that the team's fans
 show towards the rival teams, the game
 tactics and the ability of the coaches to
 deal with crises among the players, led me
to be a fan of Barca.

 I have a dream of playing there, but in order
 to join Barca, a player must have great
abilities and practice for many hours.

 Few people in Tulkarm are fans of Barca.
 Sometimes I watch their games on TV with
 my father, but mostly I watch alone and
enjoy myself.

 Messi: A member of the Barcelona team
 and of the Argentina national team. The
 fans call him Young Maradonna. He was
 the youngest player in the Spanish league
in 2005.

 Eto'o: A player for Barcelona and for the
 national team of Cameroon. He won the
title of best scorer for 2005.

 Ronaldinho: A member of the Barcelona
 team and of the Brazil national team. He
 won the title of World Best Player 
in 2004-5.

Mejadara – recipe
By: Amina

Ingredients:

1 cup lentils 
1 1/2 cups rice 
Onions 
Olive oil 
Spices: salt, cumin

Preparation:

 1. Rinse lentils and put in a pot with water
and a bit of salt.

2. Cook for one hour, until the lentils soften.

 3. Add the rice over the lentils with a bit of salt
 and cumin and stir. Then cover the pot until
 the water is absorbed and leave on low heat
for 15 minutes.

 4. Chop the onions and brown in a pan with
olive oil.

5. Add the onions to the dish.

 6. Serve the mejadara with yoghurt 
and a salad.

Mmmmm… Tasty!!!

Mother Tongue
Hello, how are you? 
I'm fine, thank you.

Do you have any brothers? 
No, I have two sisters.

And you? 
I have three bothers.

I am the youngest! 
I am the oldest!

Family

 Grandfather,
 grandmother, sister,
brother, mother, father

 Illustrations: 
Gideon Aharoni 
Du'a Kundus
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In Spite Of All

Questions: Which program do you 
 like best?

 When I go to school I feel… That I don't
 want to be there and it's fun to meet
friends.

 Martyr: I think that martyrs are brave
 people who want to defend their country
and who fight for their will.

Why did you come to Windows?

 Because it's interesting and because
 we want to write in the magazine and
 express our opinions on what we think
about the situation.

 Hi Tel-Aviv group… How are
 you? Thanks for the letters…

 We have a few small things to say
to you J

 Lian to Bar: I also like the
 Power of Eight but unfortunately, the series
 ended and it won’t return but there are lots of
 new programs. 
See you.

 To Mor from Maria: 
 I wanted to tell you that I also like
 animals a little and I also like living
 without wars. Do you think
 it's possible to reach a
situation of no wars?!

 Many thanks for the
 letter, kisses from me.
 I hope that we 
meet soon.

Back cover:

 To Gideon from Janet: 1. We think about Jews that half of them are bad, half are impolite and half are good. 2. What we like to do in our spare time is to laugh and play and do thingstogether.

 Soldier: Soldiers are people who perform
 their duty towards the state. P.S. They
don't always want to do it.

 From Yara to Yuli: I also like watching

 Dance Star and sometimes Sisters. I'm

 waiting for the meeting of the whole group

so we can talk about things.

 When I think about Palestinians
 I feel… Like it's
 someone that
 I don't know,
 strange and 
 unfamiliar
people.

Peace

I wish that guns  
shot flowers
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